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Council disappointed in rezoning knockback for  
Reservoir Road land owners 

 
Despite Port Augusta City Council lobbying the State Government for almost seven 
years, its request to rezone about 80 hectares of land on the outskirts of Stirling North 
from Primary Industry to Rural Living has been refused by Minister for Planning John 
Rau. 
 
This decision affects about a dozen land owners and many of the blocks are just 1200 
square metres in size.   
 
Acting Port Augusta City Council CEO Anne O’Reilly said Council is disappointed with the 
decision and feels for the landowners left in limbo with blocks of land far too small for 
primary industry and almost no chance of being able to build a house. 
 
“We are really disappointed for the land owners in the Reservoir Road area that the 
State Government has not approved the rezoning of small parcels of land to rural living,” 
Mrs O’Reilly said. 
 
“Council has been working towards the rezoning of this land for many years and we 
really feel for the landowners who would be feeling very frustrated and let down.”   
 
“We worked hard to support these property owners through the process but 
unfortunately, despite our best efforts, the decision is out of Council’s control and rests 
with the Minister for Planning.” 
 
Council staff is now in the process of contacting affected Reservoir Road land owners 
regarding the Minister’s decision. 
 
Council initiated the rezoning process through its Urban Growth Part 2 Development Plan 
Amendment (DAP).  As well as the rezoning of land around Reservoir Road, the DPA also 
included the rezoning of land of Racecourse Road from Recreation to a combination of 
Equine Recreation and Rural Living, rezoning of SA Water’s land near the former landfill 
site at Stirling North from Primary Industries to Infrastructure, and rezoning of land on 
the outskirts of Stirling North from Conservation to Rural Landscape Protection.  
 
The rezoning of SA Water’s land is to accommodate possible future proposals for SA 
Water to construct wastewater infrastructure to service Stirling North.  These changes 
were approved by Minister Rau and are expected to be gazetted on 7/7/2016. 
 
Port Augusta Mayor Sam Johnson said he is bitterly disappointed by the decision. 
 
“The decision to not change the zoning to allow for property owners to build homes on 
residential sized blocks on the outskirts of Stirling North is a classic example of how the 
State Planning Measures are failing regional South Australians,” Mayor Johnson said. 
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“It is obvious that these blocks of land cannot sustain primary industry so the decision to 
zone them rural living should have been straightforward.  Instead, the landowners are 
left with land that they cannot use for commercial purposes through primary industry 
production because the size of land is far too small, and yet they can’t build a home.” 
 
Mayor Johnson said the landowners deserve better and have been let down by the State 
Planning Department.  
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For further information please contact Council’s Manager of Media and Communications, 
Cherie Gerlach, on 0427 413345 or email cherie.gerlach@portaugusta.sa.gov.au. 
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