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REPORT FOR: Special Council

MEETING DATE: 13 January 2026

REPORT FROM: Chief Executive Officer

REPORT TITLE: Safer Spaces Funding – Community Safety Program

FILE NAME: F25/654 RECORD NO: AR26/1340

STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS

1 Community
1.2 We are a resilient, inclusive, safe and vibrant community where people feel 

proud to live.
1.3 People of all ages, cultures, abilities and interests have access to services, 

facilities and experiences that support their health and wellbeing.

2 Economy
2.2 Our City is known as a destination of choice where people come to 

experience our lifestyle and environment.

4 Infrastructure
4.1 Our physical infrastructure meets our community needs.
4.2 We have safe, accessible and well-utilised CBD, public spaces and built 

environments that reflect the priorities of our community.
4.3 Our City develops and evolves in a planned way, improving the appearance 

and making efficient use of infrastructure.

5 Governance and Financial Sustainability
5.2 We have positive relationships with other levels of government and 

partners that deliver great outcomes for the community.

SUMMARY/ABSTRACT

This report is to enable Council to consider a funding offer of $271,000 from the State 
Government towards the Port Augusta Safer Spaces Program and to consider a matching 
contribution from Council.

RECOMMENDATION

Council:

1. That Council advises Premier Peter Malinauskas that it accepts the State 
Governments contribution of $271,000 towards the conduct of the Port Augusta 
Safer Spaces Program and agrees to contribute $271,000 towards the project.

2. That should it be required Council approves borrowing the sum of up to $271,000 
by way of Debenture Loan from the Local Government Finance Authority. The 
loan will be drawn later as determined, or from Council’s existing debenture 
facility.



2
3. Gives authority to the Mayor and the Chief Executive Officer to execute the 

Denture on Council’s behalf.
BACKGROUND

The Council submitted a formal application for funding to support the Port Augusta and 
Davenport Community Safety and Wellbeing Alliance Partnership for the Port Augusta 
Safer Spaces Program – Stage Two Implementation and Community Expansion. Attached 
are copies of the application and the supporting documentation. Unfortunately, this 
application was declined.

The Alliance is responsible for making decisions regarding the allocation of funds from 
the $12 million investment, with initiatives required to align closely with the priority 
actions outlined in the Port Augusta Community Safety and Wellbeing Plan. Furthermore, 
the National Indigenous Australians Agency has confirmed that infrastructure and capital 
works items are not eligible for funding.

Following this, the Council reached out to Premier Malinauskas, whose office indicated a 
willingness to fund the Community Safety and Wellbeing Plan. This funding would be 
contingent upon both parties contributing $271,000 each, totalling $543,000.

DISCUSSION

The Port Augusta community, along with its business sector, has consistently indicated 
that crime, perceptions of crime, and their impact on liveability are of utmost 
importance. These issues significantly affect residents' wellbeing and the economic 
growth and prosperity of the city.

Support from the community and local businesses for the Stage Two implementation of 
the Port Augusta Safer Spaces Program is evident in the positive engagement and 
participation seen during Stage One. This support is further reflected in strategic 
documents such as the Port Augusta Infrastructure for Growth Strategy, which places 
liveability at the forefront of economic development initiatives.

The Council has demonstrated prudent financial management, resulting in a substantially 
improved financial position. It has acknowledged the importance of leveraging grant 
funding opportunities and has considered the option of loan funding where necessary to 
achieve key strategic objectives (refer to the attached documentation).

CONFIDENTIALITY PROVISIONS

The Council is satisfied that, pursuant to Section 90(3)(j) of the Act, the information to be 
received, discussed or considered in relation to this agenda item is information the 
disclosure of which would divulge information provided on a confidential basis by or to a 
Minister of the Crown, or another public authority or official (not being an employee of the 
council, or a person engaged by the council), and would, on balance, be contrary to the 
public interest, and would, on balance, be contrary to the public interest, and should be 
considered under confidential provisions. 

In addition, the disclosure of this information would, on balance, be contrary to the public 
interest. The public interest in public access to the meeting has been balanced against the 
public interest in the continued non-disclosure of the information. The benefit to the public 
at large resulting from withholding the information outweighs the benefit to it of disclosure 
of the information. The Council is satisfied that the principle that the meeting be conducted 
in a place open to the public has been outweighed in the circumstances because the 
disclosure of information provided by a Minister on a confidential basis would have a 
negative impact on funding discussions. 

Having considered this agenda item in confidence under Section 90(2) and (3)(j) of the 
Local Government Act 1999, the Council, pursuant to Section 91(7) of that Act orders that 
report (AR26/1340), discussions and minutes be retained in confidence for a period of 12 
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months or until such time as the proposal receives final approval by the Council, and that 
this order be reviewed every 12 months.

RISK MANAGEMENT

1: Financial/Budget/Asset Management
Council originally requested that the full project amount of $543,000 be provided by the 
State Government. The offer that has been received is for $272,000 meaning that 
Council will need to source funding for the project on a 50:50 basis. 

As this project was not included in the 2025/2026 Annual Budget, it will require a budget 
variation to be approved by Council. It is proposed that the Council contribution of 50% 
be funded via a Debenture Loan. 

2: Legal/Policy

The Budget Reporting and Amendment Policy includes the following:

The Council Funding Policy includes the following:

The Council’s Treasury Management Policy clause 3.2 states:

3: Environment/Planning
Not applicable.  

4: Community
Extensive Public Consultation during Stage One of this project has ensured that state 
two is aligned with public concerns and expectations. The community will receive regular 
updates through media releases and social media publications. Further consultation will 
be undertaken as a part of this stage of the project, with the community being key 
stakeholders in this phase. 
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John Banks
09/01/2026
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ATTACHMENT A)
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ATTACHMENT F)
COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS OF PREVIOUS DEBENTURES
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08/10/2024 GROWING REGIONS PROGRAM ROUND 
2 – ARBORETUM PARK REGIONAL
LEVEL ADVENTURE PLAYSPACE
AR24/52010
F24/663

Deputy Mayor Myers / Cr Bennett  that Council

1. Endorses a $500,000 application to the 2024 Growing Regions Program Round 2 for a $1 million project 
to plan, design and construct the Arboretum Park Adventure Playspace, and

2. Endorses taking out a loan of up to $500,000 to fund Council’s contribution.

18/09/2024 ENABLING INFRASTRUCTURE 
PROGRAM – ROUND 2 – AIRPORT 
OPERATIONAL IMPROVEMENTS GRANT 
APPLICATION
AR24/49193
F24/634

Cr McKinley / Deputy Mayor Myers that Council:

1. Endorses an Expression of Interest submission for Airport Operational Improvements Projects to the 
Enabling Infrastructure Program (Thriving Regions Program 2024) for up to $931,000, and

2. If this submission is successful, endorses a future grant application to the program and taking out a 
Debenture Loan (Credit Foncier) of up to $399,000 if required to fund Council’s contribution.

17/04/2024 COMMUNITY ENERGY UPGRADES FUND 
- ENDORSEMENT 
AR24/17641 
F24/59

Cr Brown / Deputy Mayor Myers that Council:

1. That Council in accordance with Option 2 as described within the report endorses an application to 
the Community Energy Upgrades Fund for the installation of energy efficient related solar panel, 
batteries, and structural works at Council facilities for up to $1,304,000 and taking out a Debenture 
Loan (Credit Foncier) to fund Council’s contribution of up to $532,000.

05/12/2023 GROWING REGIONS PROGRAM - 
GRANT APPLICATION - NORTH SOUTH
CYCLEWAY AND AIRPORT RUNWAY
AR23/66476
F23/714

Crs Myers / Bates that Council:

1. Endorses an application to the Growing Regions Program 2023 for the North South Cycleway project 
for $1,000,000 and taking out a Debenture Loan (Credit Foncier) of up to $1,000,000 to fund 
Council’s contribution, and

2. Endorses an application to the Growing Regions Program 2023 for the Airport Runway Strengthening 
project for $1,350,000 noting that the Council contribution of $1,350,000 would be funded from 
unexpended capital renewal funds.

4/11/2023 POTENTIAL GRANT FUNDING – 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS DISASTER 
RESILIENCE INNOVATION, AND 
ECONOMIC RECOVERY FUND
AR23/59513
F23/657
F23/656

1. Endorses the Expression of Interest submission to the Economic Recovery Fund (ERF) - Regional 
Tourism Infrastructure Development (RTID) grant program for 30% of the cost of the proposed Port 
Augusta Highway Entry Statement project and agrees to take out a Debenture Loan (Credit Foncier) 
for up to $175,000 to fund Council’s contribution.
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25/07/2023 REPORT – ENABLING 
INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAM - 
AIRPORT OPERATIONAL 
IMPROVEMENT GRANT APPLICATION
AR23/36953
F10/20

Cr M. Myers / Mayor L. Shine that Council: 

1. Endorses an Expression of Interest submission to the Growing Regions Program 2023 for the 
Runway Strengthening project for up to $1,350,000, and taking out a Debenture Loan (Credit 
Foncier) for up to $1,350,000 to fund Council’s contribution, and

2. Endorses an Expression of Interest submission to the Enabling Infrastructure Program (Thriving 
Regions Program 2023) for the Airport Improvements Projects for up to $931,000 and taking out 
a Debenture Loan (Credit Foncier) to fund Council’s contribution of up to $399,000.

11/07/2023 NORTH SOUTH CYCLEWAY STAGE 1 – 
GRANT APPLICATION ENDORSEMENT 
– GROWING REGIONS PROGRAM
AR23/34326
F23/530

Cr Bates/Deputy Mayor Myers that Council:

1. Endorses the Expression of Interest submission to the Growing Regions Program for the Northern 
Cycleway Project Stage 1, noting that this does not represent a full commitment, and

2. Agrees to take out a Debenture Loan (Credit Foncier) for up to $1.0 million to fund Council’s 
contribution.

Cr Brown sought leave of the meeting to speak. Leave granted.

The motion was put, resulting in a tied vote.

The Mayor exercised her right to a casting vote and voted in favour of the motion, resulting in the motion 
being CARRIED.

12/07/2022 REQUEST FOR LOAN – PORT AUGUSTA 
GOLF CLUB
AR22/28292
F10/521

Crs Paynter/Naisbitt that Council:

1. Provides a loan to the Port Augusta Golf Club of $70,000 to be repaid over a 10 year period at the 
current Local Government Finance Authority Cash Advance Debenture interest rate of 2.8% with 
instalments to be repaid in December and June of each year, commencing in December 2022.


